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After reading this chapter, you understand that the 
United States has higher levels of inequality and poverty and 
less class mobility than most other wealthy nations. Once 
we understand the extent of inequality and poverty, we can 
start to develop ways to address these issues. We can also cri-
tique poverty reduction programs now under way in differ-
ent nations and help to create more effective ones, if needed.

NATIONAL AND GLOBAL 
DIGITAL DIVIDE: MACRO-
LEVEL STRATIFICATION
Mamadou from Niger and Eric from Ghana answer their 
iPhones to the sound of chimes from London’s Big Ben clock 
tower and a Bob Marley song. In addition to English, one 
speaks in Kanuri and French and the other in Twi to friends and 
family thousands of miles away. They are the future generation 
of elites from the Global South, fluent in the languages of  
several countries, adept in computer software, and at the fore-
front of their countries in digital technology. Many of their  
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fellow citizens in Niger and Ghana in Africa are not so fortunate. 
With insufficient education to participate in the changing econ-
omy and new technologies, they have little contact with the dig-
ital world swirling overhead through satellite connections.

Global economic and political institutions increasingly 
produce and transmit information through digital tech-
nology. Few tools are more important than computers, 

FIGURE 7.12  Wealth Inequality in the 
United States: Actual, Estimated, and 
Perceived Ideal Percentage of Wealth 
Owned
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Note: The actual U.S. wealth distribution plotted against the estimated and 
ideal distributions across all respondents. Because of their small percent-
age share of total wealth, both the “fourth 20%” value (0.2%) and the “bottom 
20%” value (0.1%) are not visible in the “Actual” distribution.

The bar labeled “What Americans think it is” represents the actual distribu-
tion of wealth in Sweden.

Source: Norton and Ariely (2011).

This homeless girl walks in the rain in Dhaka, Bangladesh. The 
child’s family has little power to improve its situation or her 
life chances. Compare her circumstances to those of the boy 
and girl in their parents’ arms on a yacht.




